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The North Carolina Arboretum Makes Sense Out of the Storied  

Artistry, History and Science of Perfume at New Exhibit 
 

ASHEVILLE, N.C. (April 25, 2018) – Explore the artistry, history and science of fragrance at The North 
Carolina Arboretum’s newest traveling exhibit, Making Scents: The Art and Passion of Fragrance®, debuting May 
26, 2018, at the Arboretum’s Baker Exhibit Center and throughout its nationally-known gardens. This 
interactive exhibit offers a unique, innovative experience where visitors learn about some of Mother Nature’s 
most aromatic botanicals and the storied history of perfume that spans centuries. 
 
Beginning with traditional harvesting and extraction methods and continuing through the chemical 
combinations of synthetic fragrances, Making Scents uncovers the technical processes behind fragrance 
creation through an immersive multisensory experience that is suitable for the whole family. From the 
amount of rose petals needed to make Chanel No. 5, to North Carolina farmers’ role in scent production, to 
Napoleon’s desire to consume cologne, this exhibit blends flora, fashion and fragrance, while taking visitors 
on a full sensory journey. Using interactive computerized stations, visitors can create their own fragrance card 
through different combinations of what perfumers call top, middle and base notes. The exhibit also includes 
10 different scent-seeking stations, each with its own mystery fragrance and story, accompanied by container 
gardens that showcase many of the plants that produce the mystery scents.  
 
“I like to think of this exhibit as a trip around the globe for your nose,” said Clara Curtis, senior director for 
mission delivery at The North Carolina Arboretum. “But the truth is that this is the kind of experience that 
exercises all of our senses.”  
 
Making Scents also features the “Perfume Palace,” a collection of 200 perfume bottles, with some dating to 
ancient Greece and Rome and others featuring the work of 19th century art glassmakers and designers, such 
as Lalique, Steuben and Tiffany. Members of the International Perfume Bottle Association contributed many 
of the bottles, and a video slideshow highlights interesting facts about various bottles and scents.  
 
“The Arboretum has worked nearly two years to recreate and curate this exhibit,” commented Curtis. “From 
the beauty inside the ‘Perfume Palace,’ to the interactive activities for both adults and children, this exhibit 
really appeals to all ages and audiences. We are excited to debut Making Scents at the Arboretum and look 
forward to traveling it to other gardens and museums throughout the country. ” 
 
As part of the opening celebration of the exhibit, the Arboretum will be hosting a special ticketed “Scent 
Soiree” on Thursday, June 7, starting at 6:30 p.m., as well as a lecture by perfume expert Dr. Richard 
Stamelman on Friday, June 8 from 6 – 8 p.m. More information can be found at 
www.ncarboretumevents.org.  
 
Making Scents is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., May 26 through September 3, 2018. For more information, 
please visit www.ncarboretum.org. Exhibit admission to Making Scents is free; standard Arboretum parking 
fees still apply.  
 
Exhibit support for Making Scents is provided in part by The North Carolina Arboretum Society, Asheville Citizen-Times, 
B.B. Barns Garden, Gift and Landscape Company, RomanticAsheville.com Travel Guide and Smoky Mountain Living 
Magazine.  
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About The North Carolina Arboretum 

Each year more than 500,000 visitors experience the Arboretum’s gardens, trails, exhibits and plant shows, 
educational programs, demonstrations and lectures. The Arboretum’s ability to meet its mission and enrich 
the visitor experience is made possible by a community of supporting resources – from members, volunteers 
and staff to state and local funds, tribute gifts, grants and community partners.  

The central mission of The North Carolina Arboretum, an affiliate institution of the 17-campus University of 
North Carolina system, is to cultivate connections between people and plants. A standard $14 per vehicle 
parking fee is required for non-members. Special events and after-hours activities may require additional fees. 
For more information, please call (828) 665-2492 or visit www.ncarboretum.org. 
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