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The North Carolina Arboretum Celebrates the Sights and Sounds 
of Summer at Second Annual Summer Lights  Concert Series  

 
ASHEVILLE, N.C. (July 9, 2018) – The North Carolina Arboretum, a 434-acre public garden located just 
south of Asheville, is excited to announce the return of its Summer Lights outdoor concert series. Held Friday and 
Saturday, July 27 – 28 and August 3 – 4, from 8 to 10 p.m. in the Arboretum’s Outdoor Events Amphitheater, 
Summer Lights features a musical performance by Blue Ridge Orchestra’s Symphonic Winds, an all-volunteer 
ensemble conducted by Milton Crotts. After sunset, a specially designed light show synchronized to music will be 
displayed behind the amphitheater’s woodland backdrop.  
 
In an all-new program this year, the orchestra’s Symphonic Winds will perform an array of pop and show tunes, 
including highlights from West Side Story and Les Miserables, Big Band favorites and a tribute to American 
composer Aaron Copland. Beginning and ending with two iconic Sousa marches, “El Capitan” and “Stars and 
Stripes Forever,” this year’s Summer Lights event promises to be an evening full of lively music and vibrant lights 
located in a beautiful natural setting. 
 
“We received a tremendous amount of positive feedback from last year’s inaugural Summer Lights event,” shared 
Drake Fowler, chief financial/operating officer at The North Carolina Arboretum. “As a result, we have decided 
to host the event again and offer an earlier start time to allow ticket holders more time to access the gardens 
during the daylight. We look forward to partnering again with the Blue Ridge Orchestra and sharing the sights 
and sounds of Western North Carolina with our guests.” 
 
New this year, the Arboretum will offer reserved premium seating for $30 per person, which will also include one 
free drink voucher. Pricing for lawn seating is $18 for adults and $12 for children (ages 5 to 11). (Handling fees 
and required sales tax are not included in the ticket price.) Members of The North Carolina Arboretum Society 
will receive a $2 discount on every ticket purchased. Lawn seating is available on a first-come, first-served basis 
and guests are invited to bring folding chairs and blankets to set up above the Outdoor Events Amphitheater. 
Tickets include event admission and parking at The North Carolina Arboretum. Gates will open at 7:00 p.m. for 
ticket holders, and the show will begin promptly at 8:00 p.m. All proceeds from Summer Lights will support the 
Arboretum’s programs, exhibits and facilities year-round.  
 
Support for Summer Lights is provided in part by The North Carolina Arboretum Society, Buncombe County Tourism & 
Development Authority, iHeartMedia Asheville, The Laurel of Asheville and RomanticAsheville.com Travel Guide. 
 
About The North Carolina Arboretum  
 
Each year more than 500,000 visitors experience the Arboretum’s gardens, trails, exhibits and plant shows, 
educational programs, demonstrations and lectures. The Arboretum’s ability to meet its mission and enrich the 
visitor experience is made possible by a community of supporting resources – from members, volunteers and 
staff to state and local funds, tribute gifts, grants and community partners. 
 
The central mission of The North Carolina Arboretum, an affiliate institution of the 17-campus University of 
North Carolina system, is to cultivate connections between people, plants and places. A standard $14 per vehicle 
parking fee is required for non-members. Special events and after-hours activities may require additional fees. For 
more information, please call (828) 665-2492 or visit www.ncarboretum.org. 
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