
2018 CAROLINA BONSAI EXPO MAIN 
EVENT  

“A New Styling for an Old Pine” 

Saturday, October 13 

1:00 to 5:00 PM 

2018 Carolina Bonsai Expo guest artist Bjorn Bjorholm redesigns a large 
pine bonsai from the Arboretum’s collection. 

The 23rd annual Carolina Bonsai Expo will not be the first for internationally-
acclaimed bonsai professional Bjorn Bjorholm, but it will be his first time as 
the Expo guest artist. A long time ago, back when the Expo was just 
beginning, Bjorn attended several times as a teenager from Knoxville, TN. 
Since then he has made his way around the world and become one of the 
biggest names in bonsai. 

Bjorn spent six years as a bonsai apprentice to Master Keiichi Fujikawa at 
Kouka-en bonsai nursery in Osaka, Japan, before earning his certification 
as a bonsai professional from the Nippon Bonsai Association. For three 
more years he continued at Kouka-en as artist-in-residence, making him 
the first and only foreign born bonsai professional in Japan. His work was 
featured in some of the leading bonsai exhibitions in that country. Bjorn first 
came to most people’s attention with his YouTube channel, where he 
highlighted his apprenticeship experience through the “Bonsai Art of Japan” 
series. Now, he is a much sought bonsai designer and teacher in Asia, 
Europe, Australia, and North and South America. Recently he returned to 
his home state of Tennessee to open his own bonsai nursery, Eisei-en, in 
Nashville. 

When Bjorn takes the stage for this Expo demonstration program, his 
subject will be a large, old bonsai pine tree, which was received by the 
Arboretum as a donation ten years ago. The tree came to us identified as a 
Mugo Pine, but this is open to some doubt. What is not in doubt is the 
substantial size and rugged character of this specimen along with the 
challenging aspects of its structure. This pine is impressive, but also 



problematic. It has potential, but its promise is not yet realized. All in all, it 
should make a great demonstration piece for an artist of Bjorn’s talent and 
well-traveled experience! 

This program is scheduled for up to 4 hours, which, for the amount of work 
to be done, is hardly too much. However, sitting for that length of time and 
watching a bonsai being re-styled might be too much for some people. To 
address this concern, program attendees will be issued ID bracelets to 
wear and then be at their liberty to come and go as they please. Only 
registered attendees will be able to enter the demonstration for any part of 
this program. 

The program will be conducted in the classrooms on the 1st floor of the 
Education Center beginning promptly at 1:00 PM. 

The cost of this program is $15 for Arboretum members and $18 for 
non-members, and the 100 available spaces will be sold on a first 
come, first served basis. Reservations will be taken in the following 
ways beginning 9:00 AM, Monday, September 24, 2018: 

• Online 24/7 at ncarboretum.org  
• By phone during business hours Monday through Friday (828) 

665-2492. Ask to register for Bonsai Expo Main Event.  
• In person at the Arboretum’s Main Administration Offices in the 

Education Center.  

Reservations must be secured by payment, either by credit card at the 
time of registration or by personal check received within 5 working 
days of the time of registration.  

REGISTRATION WILL NOT BE TAKEN BEFORE 9:00 AM MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 24. 

	

	


