
2018 CAROLINA BONSAI EXPO 
 

FREE LECTURES AND 
DEMONSTRATIONS 
 
(All programs listed take place in the classrooms on the 1st floor of the 
Education Center) 
 
Saturday, October 13th: 
 
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – “Autumn Colors of Western North Carolina”, 
ikebana demonstration by Susan Cano. Continuing a tradition started in 
2002, the Carolina Bonsai Expo is proud to once again feature displays of 
ikebana art provided by the Asheville Chapter of Ikebana International, 
along with a demonstration of how these wonderful pieces of assembled 
nature are created. The Arboretum is pleased to welcome back as a 
presenter Susan Cano, a First Grade Riji, the highest degree given in the 
Sogetsu School. She will showcase her talents using local flowers and 
foliage arranged in a variety of containers, to highlight the fall colors and 
textures of the mountains, meadows, waysides and gardens of this region. 

Sunday, October 14th:  

11:00 a.m. to Noon – “Cool Hand Bonsai”, bonsai demonstration with Ken 
Duncan and John Geanangel of the Black Creek Bonsai Study Group, and 
Arthur Joura, Bonsai Curator of The N.C. Arboretum. Ken, John and Arthur 
were recently talking about what they would do for an Expo demonstration 
this year. John said, “I provided the idea for the demo last year and all the 
materials, too. It’s somebody else’s turn this year!” Ken said, “Yeah, but I 
don’t really have anything I can offer right now. How about you, Arthur?” 
And Arthur said, “I got nothin’!” Well, like the man in the old movie said, 
“Sometimes nothing can be a real cool hand.” Any time these 3 bonsai 
friends get together on stage the result is entertaining, but the work is 
typically good, too. Several popular pieces in the Arboretum’s bonsai 
collection were the results of their previous Expo collaborations. The results 
of this year’s demonstration, if there are any, will be sold at silent auction 
later that afternoon. 	



1:00 to 2:00 p.m. – “Evaluating Bonsai Plant Material”, lecture by Owen 
Reich of Bonsai Unearthed. If you are going to make your own bonsai, the 
best first step is to start with quality plant material. Time and effort can be 
wasted working with a plant that simply does not have what it needs to 
ultimately be a worthwhile specimen. But what properties make a plant 
good for bonsai use? How do you know if the plant is even healthy enough 
to be worked? Whether you are choosing deciduous or coniferous material, 
critical evaluation on the front end can lead to less frustration and better 
results. Owen Reich is uniquely qualified to deal with this topic, given his 
educational and working background in general horticulture, coupled with 
his bonsai apprenticeship at Kouka-en Nursery in Japan. He also has the 
benefit of insight gained by traveling all over the U.S., teaching bonsai and 
working on client’s trees.  

	

	


