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  The Branching Out newsletter and Growing in 
Mind adult education catalog will merge into one 
publication starting this November. Members will 
receive the new, streamlined periodical three times 
per year. It will include event and exhibit 
information, general Arboretum news, class 
schedules and descriptions, and features on plants 
and special projects.
  The Arboretum is making these changes in 
response to recent surveys of members and adult 
education students. Among other findings, the 
surveys revealed that members and students 
prefer a more frequent, combined publication over 
the status quo. Survey respondents also indicated 
what information they most want to read, and 
those results will drive content for the new 
publication going forward.
  The combined periodical will also save on 
paper, postage and printing expenses, especially 
since many members and students prefer 
e-delivery. These savings will help provide 
additional funding for the Arboretum’s educational 
programs, exhibits and facilities. To sign up for 
electronic access to the new publication, please 
send your name, mailing address and e-mail 
address(es) to membership@ncarboretum.org.
  Look for the new publication in your mailbox 
or e-mail inbox this November!

 Tickets are now available for The North Carolina Arboretum’s fifth 
annual Winter Lights holiday light show, on display nightly Friday, 
November 16, through Monday, December 31, 2018, from 6 – 10 p.m. 
Walk through an outdoor winter wonderland and experience the 
Arboretum’s nationally known gardens dressed in more than half-a-million 
holiday lights. Other features for this family-friendly event include an 
animatronic children’s program, free craft, interactive and motion-
sensored games, live music and a variety of festive food and 
beverages for purchase. Winter Lights is the Arboretum’s largest 
fundraising event for the year, and all proceeds help enhance 
educational programs, exhibits and facilities year-round.  
 New this year, Winter Lights will have a variety of vibrant new 
displays and themes, including “fire and ice!” In addition to Winter 
Lights’ “Friends and Family” Tuesday night promotion, the Arboretum 
will host “Arboretum Week,” November 26 – 29, which includes 
discounted pricing for adults and children. To help reduce traffic 
congestion and crowding, visitors will now be required to select an entry 
time of 6:00, 7:00 or 8:00 p.m. as part of their ticket purchase. Ticket 
holders can enter Winter Lights any time between their selected entry 
time and 9:00 p.m. 
 Looking for ways to give back and get a behind-the-scenes look at 
Winter Lights? Sign up to volunteer at Winter Lights! Positions include 
greeters, fire pit attendants, G-scale train operators, ticket scanners and 
wayfinders. Volunteers who serve three nights or more will also be 
awarded one free pair of Winter Light tickets. For more information, 
please e-mail volunteering@ncarboretum.org or view all the volunteer 
opportunities at ncarboretum.volunteerhub.com. 
 For more information on ticket prices, event details and to purchase 
tickets, please visit ncwinterlights.com.
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PLANT SHOWS & SPECIAL EVENTS

 Guided Trail Walks  
  — Tuesdays & Saturdays at 1 p.m. 
       through October

 Guided Garden Walks
  — Fridays at 10 a.m. through October  

 Annual Meeting 
  — September 21, 2018

 Blue Ridge Fiber Show 
  — September 22, 2018 – January 6, 2019

 “Flight of the Butterflies” Screening  
  — September 22, 6 – 8:30 p.m.

 Reclaimed Creations 
  — September 22, 2018 – January 6, 2019
 
 Carolina Bonsai Expo  
  — October 13 & 14, 2018

 Winter Lights Preview Night for Upper Level 
Members* and Community Partners 
  — November 15, 2018

 Winter Lights 
  — November 16 – December 31, 2018

*If you would like to upgrade to the Rhododendron 
membership level ($125/year) or higher in order 
to receive your invitation to the free Winter Lights 
preview night, please contact Member Services 
before November 1.

Calendar of Events

 Thank you to everyone who attended the Arboretum’s Scent Soiree 
on June 7, as part of the opening celebration of the Making Scents 
exhibit. Guests enjoyed live music from the Lew Gelfond Trio, delicious 
food from Colorful Palate catering and tested out their senses at Sense 
Stations from Highland Brewing, Mountains to Sea and Blue Ridge 
Aromatics. The silent auction table was a great hit and featured unique 
items, including hand-blown glass art pieces, excursions, private 
brewery tours and more. This festive evening raised more than $11,000 
for the Arboretum’s Youth Education programs and endowment. We 
extend a special thank you to the Arboretum’s Pollinators fundraising 
committee, whose thoughtful leadership made this beautiful evening  
a success. To learn about more ways to become involved in The North 
Carolina Arboretum Society’s fundraising efforts, please contact Lisa 
Baker, donor relations manager, at lbaker@ncarboretum.org or  
828-665-2492 ext. 221. 

Scent Soiree a Success 
 Did you know that the Arboretum changes its Quilt Garden 
plantings three times a year? Plants are switched out spring, summer 
and fall. This fall’s Rosebud pattern will feature a yellow pansy (Viola x 
wittrockiana) as the rose bud petal and parsley (Petroselinum crispum 
‘Banquet’) as the green sepal cover of the bud. The background plant is 
Silver Falls dichondra (Dichondra argentea ‘Silver Falls’), a light gray 
green trailing or vining plant.
 Selecting plants for the Arboretum’s Quilt Garden is just as much 
fun as looking at the myriad of colors and prints available in quilting 
fabrics. There are many plants to consider, however, there are a few 
conditions that must be met in order for them to be successful. In 
general, plants selected for the Quilt Garden must flower continuously 
without the need of deadheading (removal of spent flowers), have 
outstanding foliage color and/or texture, have compatible water needs, 
can withstand full sun conditions, have moderate growth rate and have 
little to no exceptional maintenance requirements and/or treatment for 
known pest or disease pressures. 
 Plants are selected based on seasonal appropriateness, hardiness, 
garden performance and design. Below are a few tips for the best 
conditions for a quilt garden:
• Full sun
• Well-drained garden soil with enough organic matter to support 
      nutrients for quality plant growth.
• Neutral to slightly acidic soils.
• Low growing annuals or perennials – maximum of 18” is ideal. 
• Mulch with fine-textured natural materials that can be incorporated 
      when replanting time rolls around.
 Come visit the Arboretum this fall for inspirations for your own quilt 
or specialty-designed garden space.

 The Arboretum is excited to host a new exhibit in the Baker Exhibit 
Center this fall. Featuring the work of eco-artist Sayaka Ganz, the 
Reclaimed Creations art exhibit contains dramatic sculptures of birds, 
animals and marine life, which are composed of discarded plastic and 
metal objects that can often be harmful to wildlife. Using a “3D 
impressionistic” style, Ganz creates upcycled objects that visually appear 
unified at a distance, but are in fact separated when examined up close.
 Reclaimed Creations is on display daily, September 22, 2018 – 
January 6, 2019, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. inside the Baker Exhibit Center. 
The exhibit will also be open during the Arboretum’s fifth annual Winter 
Lights holiday light show, November 16 – December 31, from 6 to 10 
p.m. Ganz will be the keynote speaker at the Arboretum’s Annual 
Meeting on September 21. To register for the meeting, please visit 
ncarboretumevents.org. 
 Exhibit support is provided in part by: The North Carolina Arboretum 
Society, Hilton Asheville Biltmore Park and Smoky Mountain Living 
Magazine. SAYAKA GANZ: RECLAIMED CREATIONS, Produced by 
David J. Wagner, L.L.C., David J. Wagner, Ph.D., Curator/Tour Director. 
Exhibition information is available at davidjwagnerllc.com and 
sayakaganz.com/traveling-museum-exhibition. 

Quilting with Plants as Fabric

New Reclaimed Creations Exhibit
TURNS TRASH INTO CREATURES OF BEAUTY

VISIONARY LEVEL
Asheville Citizen-Times
Asheville Outlets
Burroughs Wellcome Fund
Duke Energy
iHeartMedia Asheville 
The Laurel of Asheville
RomanticAsheville.com Travel Guide
Smoky Mountain Living Magazine
Spectrum Reach

LEADER LEVEL
B.B. Barns Garden, Gift & Landscape Company
Biobest USA
Blue Ridge National Heritage Area
Buncombe County Recreation Services
Carolina Living Choices
Diamond Brand Outdoors
Fairway Outdoor Advertising
Hilton Asheville Biltmore Park
Mosaic Community Lifestyle Realty
Our State Magazine
The Ramble Charitable Fund
Southeastern Container, Inc.
Wild Birds Unlimited Asheville/Hendersonville

ADVOCATE LEVEL
 Camilla Calnan Photography
 ExploreAsheville.com

FASTSIGNS
Gasperson Moving & Storage
Jolly Gardener
K2 Irrigation Services, Inc.
Motion Makers Bicycle Shop
North Carolina Biotechnology Center
Patagonia, Inc.
Pinnacle Landscapes, Inc.
REACH Veterinary Specialists

SUPPORTER LEVEL 
 Alexander Appraisal Service LLC

Bryan Easler Toyota
The Compleat Naturalist
Daniels Graphics
Sow True Seed

 For more information on supporting the Arboretum 
as a Community Partner, please contact Winnie Hough, 
community partner program manager, at (828) 665-2492 
ext. 210 or whough@ncarboretum.org.

Please Thank Our
Community Partners

Fill the Pond!
 Renovations of Willow Pond 
near the Baker Exhibit Center are 
scheduled to start in September, 
including efforts to create a new forebay and improve dam safety and 
functionality for stormwater storage and control. New native plantings and 
trail work will follow later in the fall, winter and spring, before another 
major phase of work starting in summer 2019. All of these efforts will help 
protect the environment, provide new recreation opportunities, and 
support youth and adult education activities.
 The North Carolina Arboretum Society wishes to thank the following 
for their lead gifts, grants and pledges of $1,000 or more:
 The Ecology Wildlife Foundation
 Rebecca Ayres
 Belgard
 Jane R. Bramham and Camilla A. Collins
 The Chaddick Foundation
 French Broad River Garden Club Foundation
 Patricia and Junius Grimes
 Anne and David Hartig
 Francee and Richard Healy
 New Belgium Brewing Company
 N.C. Clean Water Management Trust Fund
 Pigeon River Fund of The Community Foundation 
     of Western North Carolina
 Ed Riester
 Tom and Linda Southard
 Lou and Sally Stein
 Wilkinson Foundation
 To learn more about Willow Pond and related giving and volunteer 
opportunities, please go online to www.ncarboretum.org/willowpond and 
help us “Fill the Pond!”
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100 Frederick Law Olmsted Way
Asheville, NC 28806-9315

FALL PROPERTY HOURS
 April – October; 8 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
  (incoming gates close at 8 p.m.)

WINTER PROPERTY DAYTIME HOURS
 November 1 – 13; 8 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
  (incoming gates close at 6 p.m.)

 November 14 – 31; 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
  (due to Winter Lights)

 January 1 – March 31; 8 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
  (incoming gates close at 6 p.m.)

FACILITY HOURS
 Buildings and Bonsai Exhibition Garden
  Daily, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

 Connections Gallery Gift Shop
  Daily, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. (April - October)
  Daily, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. (November - March) 

 Bent Creek Bistro 
  Tuesday – Saturday, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Note: The bistro will be closed during the day 
for the winter season December – February, 
but will be open nightly during Winter Lights.

8 Printed on recycled paper

 Contact Member Services at membership@ncarboretum.org 
 or (828) 665-2492 to:

• Send us your corrected mailing address, especially if you 
  have moved recently.
• Sign up for our monthly member eNewsletter containing 
  valuable information about events, exhibits, education 
  programs, Arboretum news and more.
• Sign up for electronic delivery of this printed newsletter 
  to save resources.

 And don’t forget to follow us on these social media platforms  
to stay connected:
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