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Vanderbilt Legacy Continues with Induction of Biltmore Farms’ 

Founder George H. V. Cecil as First  
Member of Arboretum Olmsted Society 

 
ASHEVILLE, N.C. (October 3, 2018) – More than a century after George Vanderbilt commissioned Frederick 
Law Olmsted, father of American landscape architecture, to plan and design his vast 125,000-acre property, 
Olmsted’s and Vanderbilt’s legacy continues to make an impact today. At The North Carolina Arboretum in 
Asheville, located just 10 miles from the Biltmore Estate, a stunning eight-foot bronze statue of Olmsted sits 
above the garden’s meadow overlooking vistas of Pisgah National Forest in the background. The statue, created 
by internationally renowned artist Zenos Frudakis, is the first – and only – standing sculpture of Olmsted in the 
nation.  
 
On Friday, September 21, 2018, Vanderbilt grandson, George H.V. Cecil, was honored as the first member of the 
Arboretum’s Olmsted Society. This new membership level for the Arboretum’s non-profit entity recognizes 
generous individuals and couples who make an annual gift of $2,500 or more. As a way to honor Olmsted’s 
contributions to landscape architecture, the funds generated from these donations help support the Arboretum’s 
grounds, educational programs and exhibits year-round.  
 
“From supporting new place-based sustainable economic sectors to educating students and the public about 
landscape design to serving as a resource for understanding the outdoors and the ecological diversity, the 
Arboretum continues to find ways to honor Olmsted’s national landscape legacy on its 434-acre property,” 
shared George Briggs, executive director of The North Carolina Arboretum. “We are thankful for Mr. Cecil’s 
contributions to The North Carolina Arboretum Society and his significant impact to our region.”  
 
As the founder and chairman of Biltmore Farms, George Cecil is a devoted businessman who has worked for 
more than 70 years to support the economic well-being of Western North Carolina. In 1949, he established the 
Western North Carolina Development Association, which promoted agricultural and community development in 
the Western North Carolina region, and was also integral in establishing The North Carolina Arboretum in the 
Asheville area. Along with his son, John (Jack) F.A.V. Cecil, the two have worked to evolve Biltmore Farms from 
the region’s largest independent dairy operation to a preeminent community development firm. Using Olmsted’s 
guiding principles in landscape architecture and Vanderbilt’s unique approach to community development, 
Biltmore Farms has designed some of the region’s most beautiful and viable master-planned communities, 
including Biltmore Park Town Square, the largest and most diverse mixed-use urban village in Asheville.  
 
“Not only was Olmsted interested in aesthetics and the environment, but he was also invested in social wellness 
and economic sustainability,” continued Briggs. “The work that Mr. Cecil has undertaken over many decades 
exemplifies many of the exact same qualities as Olmsted. We could not have a better model than George Cecil to 
represent our Olmsted Society.” 
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About The North Carolina Arboretum  
 
Each year more than 500,000 visitors experience the Arboretum’s gardens, trails, exhibits and plant shows, 
educational programs, demonstrations and lectures. The Arboretum’s ability to meet its mission and enrich the 
visitor experience is made possible by a community of supporting resources – from members, volunteers and 
staff to state and local funds, tribute gifts, grants and community partners. 
 
The central mission of The North Carolina Arboretum, an affiliate institution of the 17-campus University of 
North Carolina System, is to cultivate connections between people, plants and places. A standard $14 per vehicle 
parking fee is required for non-members. Special events and after-hours activities may require additional fees. For 
more information, please call (828) 665-2492 or visit www.ncarboretum.org. 
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