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The North Carolina Arboretum Partners with North Carolina State Parks
to Expand Citizen-Science Programming Statewide;
Kicks Off Initiative with “10 Parks in 10 Days” Excursion, July 8 – 20
ASHEVILLE, N.C. (June 11, 2019) – The North Carolina Arboretum, a 434-acre public garden headquartered
in Asheville and an affiliate of the University of North Carolina System, is proud to announce a new partnership
with the North Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation to expand the Arboretum’s ecoEXPLORE citizenscience youth program to all 41 North Carolina state park locations in 2019. To celebrate this new initiative and
launch the parks’ new ecoEXPLORE HotSpot locations (designated areas to observe plants and wildlife), the
Arboretum will launch a “10 Parks in 10 Days” tour Monday, July 8, through Saturday, July 20. This kick-off
event will include free public science events and demonstrations at 10 selected state parks over the course of 10
days, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chimney Rock Park – Monday, July 8
Gorges State Park – Tuesday, July 9
Mount Mitchell State Park – Wednesday, July 10
Crowders Mountain State Park – Thursday, July 11
Hanging Rock State Park – Saturday, July 13
Jordan Lake State Park – Sunday, July 14
William B. Umstead State Park – Monday, July 15
Jockey’s Ridge State Park – Thursday, July 18
Cliffs of the Neuse State Park – Friday, July 19
Carolina Beach State Park – Saturday, July 20

“We are thrilled to partner with North Carolina state parks and the North Carolina Department of Natural and
Cultural Resources to provide North Carolinians and visitors with hands-on opportunities to explore North
Carolina’s natural beauty and promote science education and stewardship across the state,” shared Jonathan
Marchal, youth education manager at The North Carolina Arboretum. “The Arboretum’s ecoEXPLORE
program is a great way to get children engaged in the outdoors and leverage their interest in technology in order
to encourage science education and the scientific method.”
Launched in 2016, The North Carolina Arboretum’s ecoEXPLORE (Experiences Promoting Learning Outdoors
for Research and Education) initiative is an innovative program for children in grades K-8 that combines natural
science exploration with kid-friendly technology to help foster children’s interests in science and scientific
careers. Children are encouraged to get outdoors, make photographic observations of plants and wildlife, and
upload their findings online, in order to earn prizes, badges and invitations to special events. Observations can be
made in the wild, in a participant’s backyard or at an official ecoEXPLORE “HotSpot,” a designated area that
serves as a frequent hub for wildlife. Participation is free, and parents or guardians can sign up their child online
at ecoexplore.net.

The North Carolina Arboretum is located off the Blue Ridge Parkway at Milepost 393. From I-26, take Exit 33 and follow Blue Ridge
Parkway signs for two miles to the entrance ramp. Please visit www.ncarboretum.org for parking fees and hours of operation.

In conjunction with this new partnership, North Carolina State Parks will be releasing the new edition of their
Junior Rangers guide, which will include additional information about the ecoEXPLORE program with North
Carolina State Parks. The Junior Rangers program is a fun, engaging program for children and families to get
involved in the management and care of their state parks and complete different activities at each of the 41 parks
to earn various patches.
State Parks Director Dwayne Patterson looks forward to the benefits of more education in the parks. “Engaging
young North Carolinians in outdoor experiences and education is one of the best ways to instill a sense of
stewardship in our future leaders. Our shared and cherished natural resources will benefit from bringing
ecoEXPLORE to our state parks,” he said.
For more information on ecoEXPLORE or to sign up, please visit ecoexplore.net.
About The North Carolina Arboretum
Each year more than 500,000 visitors experience the Arboretum’s gardens, trails, exhibits and plant shows,
educational programs, demonstrations and lectures. The Arboretum’s ability to meet its mission and enrich the
visitor experience is made possible by a community of supporting resources – from members, volunteers and
staff to state and local funds, tribute gifts, grants and community partners.
The central mission of The North Carolina Arboretum, an affiliate institution of the 17-campus University of
North Carolina System, is to cultivate connections among people, plants and places. A standard $14 per vehicle
parking fee is required for non-members. Special events and after-hours activities may require additional fees. For
more information, please call (828) 665-2492 or visit www.ncarboretum.org.
About ecoEXPLORE
ecoEXPLORE (Experiences Promoting Learning Outdoors for Research and Education) is an incentive-driven
citizen-science enrichment program for children in grades K-8. Developed by The North Carolina Arboretum, an
affiliate of the University of North Carolina System, this innovative program combines natural science
exploration with kid-friendly technology to help foster children’s interests in science and scientific careers.
Children are encouraged to get outdoors, make photographic observations of wildlife and upload their findings
online, in order to earn prizes, badges and invitations to special events. Participation is free and parents or
guardians can sign up their child online at ecoexplore.net. Since its launch in 2016, more than 2,000 registered
users have engaged with the Arboretum’s ecoEXPLORE program and have contributed over 10,000
observations of wildlife data that will be used by scientists and researchers worldwide.
About North Carolina State Parks
North Carolina State Parks manages more than 237,000 acres of iconic landscape within North Carolina’s state
parks, state recreation areas and state natural areas. It administers the N.C Parks and Recreation Trust Fund,
including its local grants program, as well as the state trails program, Natural and Scenic Rivers and more, all with
a mission dedicated to conservation, recreation and education. The state parks system welcomes more than 18
million visitors annually.
###

The North Carolina Arboretum is located off the Blue Ridge Parkway at Milepost 393. From I-26, take Exit 33 and follow Blue Ridge
Parkway signs for two miles to the entrance ramp. Please visit www.ncarboretum.org for parking fees and hours of operation.

