Field Trip Program: Down and Dirty with Soil
At The North Carolina Arboretum
Hands-on experiences in the outdoors, along with games and demonstrations are at the core of this
program. Students will use soil probes to locate and identify soil types, examine soil’s ability to hold
water, and learn its importance in how we grow food.
Principles:
● Soil can be identified by
observing its color, texture and
its ability to hold water.
● Soil is important for plant
growth.
● Soil contains sand, clay and/or
humus.
● Soil contains both living and
non-living elements.
● Our ability to produce food is
dependent upon our quality of
soil.
Duration: 1.5 hours
Cost:
Participants

Visit Fee

Lunch Fee

Program Fee

Total Cost

Total Cost / Person

15-25

$65

$20

$100

$185

$12.33 to $7.40

26-50

$65

$20

$200

$285

$10.96 to $5.70

51- 75

$95

$20

$300

$415

$8.13 to $5.53

76-100

$95

$20

$400

$515

$6.78 to $5.15

101-120

$150

$20

$500

$670

$6.73 to $5.58

Months Offered: September-November, March-May.
NC Essential Standards:
First Grade: 1.E.2.2
Third Grade: 3.L.2.4, 3.NF.1

Starting Location: In front of the Education Center (unless told otherwise) at the program start time (either 9:30 am or
12:00 pm) set upon booking the program. It is recommended that groups arrive on property at least 15 minutes before
the start of the program to ensure enough time to complete the program. Groups arriving early may enjoy the property
and facilities.
What do my students need?
Students should wear clothing that is appropriate for the weather. The entirety of the program will take place outdoors,
so students, teachers and adult chaperones should wear sturdy footwear. Students with accessibility needs are capable of
participating in the program. Please notify the Coordinator prior to the day of the program to make any special
arrangements.

Want to schedule this program? Contact Rich Preyer, Programs Coordinator, at
rpreyer@ncarboretum.org or (828) 412-8558 ext. 626 OR Laura Lubos, Registrar, at
lclubos@ncarboretum.org

